Xavier Mission

Highlights of the Year In Review

Welcome Table Soup Kitchen

58,069 meals were served this past year, including 12,961 to seniors and 77 to children.  The average weekly attendance increased from 1,095 to 1,117.  This represents a 2% increase in the overall number of meals served (on top of a 14% increase last year!) and a 54% increase in the number of meals served to children.  It also highlights the sad reality that families with children, a population not seen downstairs for nearly a decade, continues to seek out soup kitchens to feed themselves.     

Food Pantries



Distributed food for 42,984 meals to families representing 4,776 people (an 8.8% increase), including 1,318 children and 789 seniors, and distributed 192 Thanksgiving baskets (including 150 turkeys!) to guests. 
Hurtado Shelter



More than 5,400 men were welcomed as guests in our facility that is open 7 nights a week and accommodates 15 guests per night in the winter and 18 in the summer.  
Life-Skills Training & Empowerment Program


20 participants graduated from L-STEP over the course of two semesters, a 98% graduation rate!
All Saints Clothing Room


The Clothing Room distributed toiletries and clothing to 1,798 individuals.
Go Green!
We continue to exercise our eco-consciousness and incorporate environmentally friendly products, supplies and equipment wherever possible. 
Accomplishments

As part of our efforts to continue energy-efficient upgrades to our facilities, we received a $10,000 grant from the Hyde & Watson Foundation to purchase a new range and energy efficient ice machine.  Other substantial grants assisted us with food and supplies for our food programs, at a time when our food grants were significantly decreased.  Thank you to all of our funders for your support!
This past year saw the successful completion of the first phase of the Beck Institute for Religion and Poverty at Fordham University research project designed to measure the effectiveness of L-STEP and other programs like it.  The first phase of the project yielded positive results as to L-STEP’s effectiveness after six months following graduation.  Further study is planned in order to increase the size of the data set and provide more substantial results.
The Chelsea-Westside Neighborhood Network, a collaborative of neighborhood outreach programs coming together to share information, best practices and support, continues to grow and expand.  We have increased member size from 5 to 8 core programs and continue our recruitment efforts with the assistance of our new VISTA volunteer, Alex Hoffman.  
Xavier Mission continued its successful partnerships with numerous organizations to provide quality services to the guests of our programs.  Highlights of these partnerships include the Thanksgiving Food Drive and meal service in conjunction with Xavier and Loyola High Schools and the St. Francis Food Pantries and Shelters.  Our ongoing partnerships with NYU Law School REACH and Chiropractic for Humanity help to ensure that our guests receive much more than food—they receive assistance with legal and housing issues, entitlement benefits and tax refunds, and the healing touch of chiropractic care.  We offer our deepest gratitude to our thousands of volunteers and hundreds of donors who make this work possible.  You are the realization of God’s love on earth and are truly an inspiration for us all.  Thank You!
After intense consideration of our financial needs, as well as consideration of an issue with employing professional social workers at the Mission, the Pastor, Finance Committee, Pastoral Council and Director of Xavier Mission agreed that the time was right to consider incorporating the programs of Xavier Mission into a independent 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  After a lengthy application process, we are pleased to announce that Xavier Mission was granted recognition by the IRS and State of New York as an independent organization and will begin operating as such in the new fiscal year!  We are extremely excited to make this move, as it will allow us to diversify our funding sources and continue to employ a social worker as Executive Director.  This move will give the Mission room to grow and expand as the needs of our neighbors continue to increase.  

Challenges in the Year Ahead

As this year comes to a close, we remain on edge about the status of food and nutrition programs in the current political climate.  The ineptitude of legislators to come to any agreement regarding the Farm Bill meant that a very important billed expired with no real plan for the future.  This bill controls not only agricultural policy such as farm subsidies, but also the nutrition title which incorporates SNAP (Food Stamps) and federal funding for food programs such as our soup kitchen and food pantry.  We hope that the legislature comes to its senses, puts politics aside, and makes the decisions necessary to care for the poor and vulnerable among us.   

We are also always concerned about the lack of affordable housing in New York City and the ever-exploding shelter population, which has reached an all-time high of more than 40,000 each night.  We recognize the need for real housing and job opportunities, as graduates of our L-STEP program continue to languish in shelter for years despite their real drive to move forward with their lives.  
It is clear to Xavier Mission that while the recession is officially “over” according to economists, those who we serve are not out of the woods and continue to suffer daily from the economic crash.  As always, we ask for your continued gifts of time, talents and treasure to ensure the continuance of our programs.  This year especially, we also ask for the gift of your voice raised in solidarity and support with the poor, homeless and hungry in our city.  
“It is undeniable that every human being is entitled to living space, daily bread, and the protection of the law as a common birthright; these are fundamentals and should not be handed out as an act of charity. ”
-Alfred Delp, S.J. (German Jesuit executed for his resistance to the Nazi régime)[image: image1.png]
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